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Hi Everyone 
Well November has been rather a quiet month but behind the scenes both the short mat 
teams have been battling away in their respective leagues, team results are on our website. 
 
We had a successful Beetle Drive organised by Val, fun was had by all.  Val never stops she is 
now organising an event for Burns night in January so please come if you can. 
 
Don’t forget it’s Hamper Day on Sunday 17 December.  Everyone taking part please bring a 
contribution to put in the hamper.   
 
 Our Christmas tea will follow Hamper Day at the clubhouse. 
 
I was hoping to have the new bar area in place before Christmas but due to unforeseen 
circumstances this will now have to wait until the new year. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the presentation lunch on Sunday 3 December. 
Dave  
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INDOOR BOWLING MATCH FIXTURES –  2017 

SIXPENNY HANDLEY BLACKMORE VALE LEAGUE2 
No matches in December. 
 
TANNERS BLACKMORE VALE LEAGUE 5 
No matches in December. 

 
Friendly Matches 
Sunday 17 December at 2pm at the Village Hall – Hamper Day. 
 
 
Sixpenny Handley Bowls Club 
Minutes of the Committee Meeting 29th August 2017 @ 7.00 pm 
 
Present; Paul Chalmers, Colin Chambers, David Adams, Val Martin, Pat Hoddy, Mike Tough, 
Pat Oxford, Ron Jermyn, and Bill Raymond 
 
1. Apologies; Stella Olsen. 
 
2. Minutes; Minutes from 25th July 2017 Committee meeting signed as correct by RJ 
Proposed by PH and seconded by VM. 
 
3. Matters arising;  PC to attend Blandford Bowls Club on Friday 1st September with regard 
to information on how to attract junior bowlers.  
 
4. Reports: 
Presidents report; RJ was pleased with the outcome of Presidents Day, we raised a total of 
£653.06 for Salisbury Hospice, and a letter from the hospice thanking us has also been 
received (on file). 
 
Treasurer’s report; PC All good.  
 
Secretaries report; CC Annual registration is due to Dorset SMBA at a cost of £7.00 per 
member, I have registered a total of 29 members at a cost of £203.00 
 
Match Secretary; PO has dates for all short mat games for 2017/18 season, she would also 
like to arrange a ladies team (outdoor) for the 2018 season. DA Westbrook league we are 

CLUB PRACTICE DAYS 

Sundays at 2.30pm and Tuesday evenings from 7.30pm 
when no league or friendly matches are taking place 



currently 5th with 74 points and hoping to move higher. PC Internal triples league to finish at 
the end of September for scoring only, players can continue if they wish. 
 
Social Secretaries report; VM Social evenings to start on Thursday 12th October. A 
ploughman’s evening is planned for Saturday 30th September in the clubhouse. A Christmas 
tea is also planned on the 17th December after the short mat session in the village hall.  
 
Green Keepers report: DA  A mechanical problem with the mat cleaning machine has 
resulted in scorch marks on various parts of the mat, If any member is using this equipment, 
please be vigilant and look at the area you are cleaning to be sure that the machine is 
performing to the normal standard, if unsure please stop and seek advice from DA 
 
5. Any other business. PC had not received to date an apology, it was agreed that RJ would 
again refer to the member the private meeting he had with himself and the agreed action 
that the member would take. PO Suggested we could obtain possible sponsorship from the 
CO-OP, although a good idea we are not short of funds at this time. DA confirmed that 
Simon is doing some electrical work in the clubhouse, and it was agreed that a light be fitted 
in the equipment shed at the same time. Also DA wants to re-vamp the bar area, to be more 
like a bar which will give the bar more space, and also replace the outside lamp. 
 

Social Calendar 

Well Christmas is less than a month away and I hope you all have a happy one. 
 
Don't forget our presentation lunch on Sunday 3 December at Rushmore Golf Club, 12.30pm 
for 1.00pm. We have a record number of people coming 66 which is amazing. 
 
The Christmas Tea is on Sunday 17 December and Hamper Day has had to be changed to 
that day also. In previous bulletins I have mentioned that the tea would be from 5.00pm but 
obviously we have to wait until Hamper day is finished, so just come up to the clubhouse 
when you are ready. I hope that it doesn't inconvenience anyone and you can all come as 
before. 
 
I do try and arrange a social event every month and in January we are hoping to do a Burns 
Night supper. The price will be £8-00 per head and because it involves a hot meal we will 
need to know numbers and your choice of haggis, before 5 January 2018 please. Burns Night 
is Thursday 25 January 2018. 
 
MENU Haggis pie------ traditional      Or Vegetarian 

With peas and whisky sauce. 
Cheese board with crackers 
Eton Mess 
A tot of whisky will be served with dessert and cheese.  Gluten free crackers and 
whisky sauce will be available. 

 
As you know, the clubhouse is not very big and we can only manage to accommodate 40 
people maximum so if you would like to come. Please let me know as soon as possible. 
Val 



 
 

The things we do to stay lucky (taken from my newspaper) 

 
I throw any spilled salt over my shoulder but can't remember how it's done, so I end up 
throwing it over my left shoulder with my right hand and vice-versa but then just to be 
certain I throw some over my right shoulder with my right hand and my left shoulder with 
my left hand. 
 
I don't really believe in superstition but I do tend to touch wood for luck, I use 13 for luck in 
competitions because if it comes up, I won't have to share the prize with so many others 
However, I would never buy a car with the registration containing 13 and I'll do various 
things to avoid 13. It's a number I avoid like the plague. 
 
I was brought up in a house full of superstitions, here are a few. 

Never have anything green indoors. 
Never put new shoes on the table 
Don't cross 2 knives 
Don't walk under a ladder 
Never cut your nails on a Sunday 
1 magpie-I have to salute 3 times 
Black cat crosses your path 
Break a mirror and its 7 years bad luck 
666 was the devil's number 
Never open an umbrella indoors 
You must get out of bed the other side to the one you got in. 
Itchy palm good luck. 
Find a horseshoe knock twice on wood while turning the coins in your pocket Left 
palm money going out, right palm money coming in. 

 
Things you must do. 

Always have a hanky in your pocket 
Always have a smile on your face and people will talk to you. 
Be polite, never a cross word. 
Help others and others will help you. 
The more you put in the more you get out. 

 
I try a lot of these at bowls and if you win, it worked and if you lose, you just didn't play well. 
 
Question- you have a referee in football, an umpire in cricket, what do you have in bowls? 
 
Did you know bowls was played in Handley in 1892, up towards Handley Hill. 
Rob Jesse  
 


